[Neurologic emergency in children's hospital. Stroke].
The results may be related to the relative delay in diagnosis and thus in treatment. The authors hope that their paper will help make physicians who work in emergency rooms more aware of the increase in stroke in children. The study a departmental study in the Children's Hospital, carried out at the Giannina Gasslini Children's Hospital of Genoa, Italy. The authors report on 23 children with stroke who were admitted at onset to the pediatric emergency department. The incidence of patients with stroke at the Institute between 2001 and 2005, was 0.8% among neurology patients and 0.02% among all pediatric patients. This incidence would appear to be lower than the rates reported in the literature. This is most likely due to the fact that patients who presented at the Emergency Department at onset of the stroke were not taken in consideration. In the last few years, children with stroke have been treated empirically by anticoagulant or antiplatelet therapy. Patients with sickle cell disease, with venous stroke, or with heart disease are all treated in a rather homogeneous manner. These cases represent the different types of presentation of stroke in children and also clearly display the different therapeutic strategies that have been applied. In fact, the patients were treated on the basis of an individual protocol which was decided case by case but a critical review of these cases establishes a necessary multidisciplinary protocol.